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Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) was a Bengali poet, novelist, musician, playwright, painter who
reshaped Bengali literature and music. He was an educationist as well. He was awarded the Nobel
Prize for Literature in 1913. Tagore was the first non-European writer to receive this prize. He
was awarded the Knighthood by the British monarchy in 1915, but he renounced the Knighthood
in 1919, in protest against the barbaric cruelty of the British government on unarmed and innocent
Indians in Jallianwalla Bagh. He also wrote a number of patriotic songs which inspired the
nationalist Indians during the freedom struggle. In many of his essays, he inspired his readers to
rediscover the inherent strength of the traditional Indian knowledge, which he believed would be

useful in the struggle against the British.
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